Epidemiology of acute gastroenteritis in early childhood in Kenya: aetiological agents.
In a case-control study of 36 infants and children admitted to Kenyatta National Hospital with acute gastroenteritis and an equal number of age and sex-matched controls, rotavirus was found to be the major aetiological agents; 39% of the 36 children had evidence of rotavirus infection as opposed to 2 (6%) in controls. Six Shigella species were isolated from the test group and none from the control. No significant difference was found between children with diarrhoea and controls wth regard to frequency of isolation of enteropathogenic and enterotoxigenic E. coli, Salmonella species and enteroviruses. Mixed infections occurred between rotaviruses and other enteropathogens. None of the 17 serum pairs obtained from children with diarrhoea showed a significant titre rise to complement-fixing adenovirus group antigen.